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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A P T E R  P R E S I D E N T  

N O W ’ S  P U R P O S E  I S  T O  T A K E  A C T I O N  T H R O U G H  I N T E R S E C T I O N A L  G R A S S R O O T S  

A C T I V I S M  T O  P R O M O T E  F E M I N I S T  I D E A L S ,  L E A D  S O C I E T A L  C H A N G E ,          

E L I M I N A T E  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ,  A N D  A C H I E V E  A N D  P R O T E C T  T H E  E Q U A L      

R I G H T S  O F  A L L  W O M E N  A N D  G I R L S  I N  A L L  A S P E C T S  O F  S O C I A L ,                    

P O L I T I C A L ,  A N D  E C O N O M I C  L I F E .  

@SWVNOW 

@SWVNOW 

@SoWVNOW 

Dear SWV NOW Chapter, 

So, what do you think? Our first newsletter! To me, it's very exciting and             
symbolizes how far we've come from being six women gathered around a table     
at Market of Choice determined to focus our energy on something positive and 
productive. That was only last December, and to look at the terrain we've crossed 
since then—in only four short months—is astounding and gives me a sense of hope 
that the upcoming months will bring even more promise and accomplishments.  

We've formed two committees, the Diversity and Legislative groups, that are continually pushing forward 
and making great strides. I am constantly amazed at the committee chairs and how they have come      
together and led their groups with precision and determination that has led us to testifying at city council 
meetings to encourage Eugene to become a sanctuary city (we did it!!) and making our presence known 
in Salem as the Family Leave bill pushes forward through out state legislature.  

We are making a difference. We are working hard and I could not be prouder of our members and            
leadership for stepping up and volunteering their time and passion to fight for and gain valuable ground. 
This month, we will hopefully see the formation of the Stopping Violence Against Women committee, 
which, along with the Legislative Committee, will help push gun safety bills through to law.  

Every member of SWV NOW holds the hope for change; together, if we harness that energy, I truly      
believe our potential is unbound. If you're just coming to a meeting for the first time, standing on a corner         
delivering handbills about our next meeting or testifying in front of state senators, you are the force that 
will get things done. We have the capacity to make this country and ultimately, our world, better.                
If you can lend us 15 minutes of your time each week filling out a postcard or calling your local and state 
senators or step up to lead a committee, your effort and action is invaluable.  

Let's keep up the good fight together. When I think of where we will be four months, six months, a year 
from now, it is a future than shines with hope and action. We have come together to make something 
that counts, and I can not thank you enough for being here. 

In solidarity, 

Laurie 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !  

SWVNOW@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/swvNOW/
http://instagram.com/swvnow
https://twitter.com/SoWVNOW
mailto:swvnow@gmail.com


SWV CHAPTER OFFICERS  

Laurie Notaro, President                
Laurie Notaro was a reporter and a columnist at 
the metro daily The Arizona Republic before     
moving to Eugene and starting an editorial and 
creative consulting agency.  She lives in Eugene, 
Oregon. She joined NOW in December of 2016.  

Kristine Chadwick, Secretary                  
Dr. Kristine Chadwick is an education research 
consultant by day and political activist by night. 
She joined NOW in December 2016. She is        
passionate about wine, food, and women's rights, 
though not necessarily in that order.  

Ree Wearin, Treasurer              
Cheri "Ree" Wearin is the Treasurer of the SWV 
chapter of NOW. After the 2016 election, she  
decided to continue the feminist legacy of her 
family and looked for a local NOW. When she  
didn't find one, she became one of the founders  
of the SWV chapter.   

Sarah Stoeckl, Diversity Chair                 
Sarah Stoeckl is the Diversity Committee chair     
for the SWV NOW chapter. Sarah joined NOW 
out of a passion to contribute to intersectional        
women's empowerment and to build community    
in the Eugene-Springfield area and beyond.  

Susannah Brewer, Web Manager                 
Susannah Brewer joined NOW in 2017 and is       
volunteering her services as an IT professional to 
run the organization's website.   

Becky Callison, Legislative Task Force Coordinator       
Becky Callison is Legislative Task Force co-chair for SWV 
NOW. Concerns motivating her involvement in NOW: (1) 
reproductive freedom issues because she came of age just 
before Roe v. Wade and worries about the growing threat 
to care and services, and (2) equal rights and opportunities 
in employment, based on a lifetime of experience in a    
male-dominated career field.  

Glenna Jordan, Legislative Task Force Coordinator  
Glenna Jordan is Legislative Task Force co-chair for     
this chapter of NOW.   

Celeste Kandleman, Newsletter Editor                 
For as long as she can remember, Celeste      
has felt connected to girls’ and women’s     
issues. She joined NOW in January 2017 and is 
currently using her skills in marketing and    
communications to publish a monthly, digital 
newsletter for the chapter.  

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Erika Thessen, Public Relations Chair                 
Ericka Thessen runs the SWV NOW Instagram page 
and helps with the Diversity, Public Relations and 
Events teams. She has a passion for photography, 
activism and women's rights. She was drawn to 
NOW after the election because she needed to be 
part of the tide of resistance.  

WE HAVE TWO OFFICER POSITIONS OPEN! 

If you are interested in filling one of 

these officer positions, please email 

SWVNOW@gmail.com 

DONATE TO SWV NOW  
Your donations keep us afloat! We rely on donations to pay for meeting space, printing costs and other expenses for the     

chapter.   

Any contribution helps! Click on the button below to be redirected to our donation page or visit:                                

www.swvnow.org/join-swv-now 

DONATE TODAY!  

mailto:swvnow@gmail.com
http://www.swvnow.org/join-swv-now/
http://www.swvnow.org/join-swv-now/


Since our founding in 1966, NOW’s purpose is to take action 

through intersectional grassroots activism to promote feminist 

ideals, lead societal change, eliminate discrimination, and 

achieve and protect the equal rights of all women and girls in all 

aspects of social, political, and economic life. As the grassroots 

arm of the women’s movement, the National Organization for 

Women is dedicated to its multi-issue and multi-strategy      

approach to women’s rights, and is the largest organization of  

feminist  grassroots activists in the United States. NOW has   

hundreds of chapters and hundreds of thousands of members 

and activists in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  

 

A HISTORY OF NOW  

In June 1966 National Organization for Women (NOW) was       

established by a group of women, including Betty Friedan and 

Pauli Murray, who met to discuss alternative action strategies 

during the Third Annual Conference of Commissions on the   

Status of Women in Washington, D.C. It was here that Betty 

Friedan famously wrote the acronym NOW on a paper napkin.  

NOW PRIORITY ISSUES  
CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY                                    
Equality in pay, job opportunities, political structure, social security and education will remain an elusive dream without a constitutional 
equality amendment. The progress we have made -- and must continue to make -- towards women's equality can be lost at any time      
because women are not granted equal rights in the Constitution. Without constitutional equality, women workers face repeated and      
varied forms of discrimination, and the patterns of sex discrimination in the workplace will never change. Winning a constitutional          
guarantee of equality for women remains one of NOW's top priorities.  

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 
NOW affirms that reproductive rights are issues of life and death for women, not mere matters of choice. NOW fully supports access to safe 
and legal abortion, to effective birth control, to reproductive health and education for all women. We oppose attempts to restrict these 
rights through legislation, regulation, or constitutional amendment.  

COMBATING RACISM                                                        
NOW condemns the racism that inflicts a double burden of race and sex discrimination on women of color. Seeing human rights as           
indivisible, we are committed to identifying and fighting against those barriers to equality and justice that are imposed by racism. A leader 
in the struggle for civil rights since its inception in 1966, NOW continues to fight for equal opportunities for women of color in all areas  
including employment, education, and reproductive rights. NOW recognizes these multiple forms of discrimination and is committed to 
eliminating racist and sexist policies that hinder women of color from achieving full equality.  

LGBTQ RIGHTS                                                    
NOW is committed to fighting discrimination based on sexual orientation in all areas, including employment, housing, public                      
accommodations, health services, child custody, and military policies. NOW is committed to educational efforts that combat the adverse 
effects of homophobia, promote positive images in the media of lesbians, and ultimately ensure civil rights protection for all. NOW asserts 
the right of lesbians to live their lives with dignity and security.  

STOPPING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN                               
NOW is unique in its approach to the issue of violence against women, emphasizing that there are many interrelated aspects to the issue: 
domestic violence; sexual assault; sexual harassment; clinic violence; hate crimes across lines of gender, sexuality and race; the gender bias 
in our judicial system that further victimizes the victims of violence; and the violence of poverty emphasized by the radical right's attacks on 
poor women and children -- all of these resulting from society's attitudes toward women and efforts to "keep women in their place."  

ECONOMIC JUSTICE                                                          
NOW has repeatedly taken clear stands on the wide range of economic justice issues affecting women, from the cement floor to the glass 
ceiling. These include welfare reform, livable wage, comparable worth, and pay equity. In addition to addressing poverty and welfare here 
at home, NOW has begun important work on economic issues affecting women globally.  

Left to Right: Karen de Crow, former president; Muriel Fox, founder; 

Aileen Hernandez, former president; Judith Lightfoot, former chair 

of the National Board; Patricia Ireland, former president; Ellie Smeal, 

former president; Molly Yard, former president  

Image pulled from NOW.org 

http://now.org/about/history/founding-2/


SWV NOW Chapter meetings are held on the first Monday of each Month from 6:00p.m. —7:30p.m.                                   

At the Eugene Garden Club, 1645 High St. Eugene, OR  

March 2017 Meeting Recap                                                      

SWV NOW Meeting, March 6, 2017 at the Eugene Garden Club 

Guest Speaker: Penny Okamoto                                                                                                                                                                                            
Penny Okamoto is the executive director of Ceasefire Oregon.      
She spoke about ways to reduce gun violence, including providing a 
summary of the bills making their way through the Oregon state 
legislature and Ceasefire Oregon's stance on each bill. Ceasefire 
Oregon promotes the goal of reducing gun violence by 30–50% by 
increasing standards for gun ownership, enhance accountability of   
federally licensed firearm dealers, and improving safety standards  
for guns and gun ownership. Gun violence victimizes two              
demographic groups especially hard: young men of color and all 
women, regardless of race, age, or ethnicity.   

Formation of New Committees                                                                                                                                                                                            
A questionnaire completed by attendees at the January and February meetings asked respondents to rank NOW's six pri-
ority issues from what they viewed as most critical to least critical right now. Out of the 57 valid responses, reproductive 
rights and stopping  violence against women emerged as the issues of most immediate concern to SWV NOW's members 
and friends. These topics will be the basis for SWV NOW's first two action committees, which are in need of volunteer 
chairpersons to lead them.  

Intersectionality                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Understanding intersectionality and the role it will play in SWV NOW's approach to civic action arose as an issue demanding 
exploration and discussion. April's meeting will feature an expert speaker on intersectional feminism to spark our reflection 
and courageous conversations.  

CHAPTER MEETING INFORMATION  

The day after Inauguration Day 2017: Hundreds of thousands of  people –women, men, and children–participate in  women’s 
marches across the globe, standing together in support of  women’s rights and to make a statement of opposition in the wake 
of Donald Trump’s election. The organizers of the original March on    Washington spurred a suffragette-worthy movement, 
with sister marches spanning from the largest cities in the United States (L.A., Chicago,  Washington, D.C.), to an expedition 
ship in the most remote region of Antarctica. 

Eugene saw 7,000+ individuals attend the Eugene Women’s March, which convened at the Federal Courthouse on the 
morning of January 21, 2017. The sea of pink hats served as a symbol of solidarity and strength as waves of marchers 
moved through downtown Eugene. The streets were verifiably packed and more people showed their support from the 
tops of nearby buildings and parking garages. It was an historic day of action and served as a reminder that we are fortu-
nate to be part of this community.  

However, our work is not done and SWV NOW is dedicated to taking action and working on both the large-scale priority 
issues and the smaller ones facing groups and individuals close to home. We will continue to be a     presence at action 
events here in Eugene/Springfield, as well as coordinate our own.  

WOMEN’S MARCH EUGENE  



SWV NOW DIVERSITY STATEMENT  

The goals of the SWV NOW diversity committee are 1) to increase member awareness of the experiences of underrepresented    
and minority women; 2) to support other groups working to further women's equality, including that of underrepresented and   
minority women; and 3) increase the diversity of our membership in terms of race, ethnicity, sexuality, gender identity, age, 
class, and ability. The overarching mission is to honor NOW's commitment to intersectional feminism and fight for equality 
for all women.  

The SWV diversity committee has been hard at work contacting other organizations in the community and making connections. 
These have included the UO Women's Center, Diverse Eugene, Showing Up for Racial Justice, Huerto de la Familia, and the local 
chapter of the NAACP. NOW was also represented and spoke during the public comment period at the Eugene City Council 
meeting in favor of Eugene becoming a "sanctuary city" (which passed unanimously). The committee is also putting together an 
ongoing list of events and actions in which members will be invited to participate. 

LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE  
We see the Legislative Task Force (LTF) as a service organization that supports the 
NOW chapter in influencing legislators to implement positions established by the       
chapter. That is: the chapter sets the agenda, we help make it happen. 

Toward that end, we want to: 1) Establish connections that enable the LTF to       
monitor and influence the progress of legislation of interest at local, state, and      
national levels. The range of those LTF connections includes connections to SWV 
NOW committees in various interest areas, peer organizations with complementary 
legislative programs (including other NOW organizations), and legislators             
themselves. 2) Keep the chapter informed of legislative developments and related 
events that warrant attention. 3) Assemble educational materials and tools that 
will help our chapter and our individual members become more effective             
advocates when  issues arise that need our attention. Because the regular Oregon      
legislative session runs only from January or February until the end of June, and 
only in odd-numbered years, getting involved in state level legislation is a priority. 

ENGAGING NEW VOICES: SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH  

In the United States April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(SAAM). The goal of SAAM is to raise public awareness about sexual 
violence and to educate communities on how to prevent it. SAAM 
involves vital  partners in the anti-sexual violence movement and 
allied fields. The National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC) 
staff work with a committee of experts and NSVRC Advisory Council 
to plan resources and efforts.  

This year’s campaign theme is Engaging New Voices.  

An excerpt from the website explains, “We can all use our voices to 
change the culture to prevent sexual violence. Prevention requires 
addressing the roots causes and social norms that allow sexual     
violence to exist.” 

For more information and resources, visit http://www.nsvrc.org/saam 

We currently have 18 volunteers for our task force, including the co-chairs, and we’re working hard to get activities started. 
We’ve had one organizational meeting and plan to meet monthly to coordinate research and activities. Most of the work of 
the task force will be tackled by individuals and small groups.  

Becky Callison and Glenna Jordan, co-chairs 

http://www.nsvrc.org/saam


Sunday, May 7, 2017 from 2p.m.— 4p.m.  

Eugene Garden Club 

1645 High St, Eugene, OR 97401 

Please Join Us At the Spring Social and Potluck! 

We will soon provide a link on our Spring Social and Potluck Facebook event page for                                                        

members to sign up to bring and share food items. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with others, and enjoy friendship and community.  

We will be collecting items at this event to donate to Womenspace:  

 Personal care products/Toiletries, feminine hygiene products, underwear and socks 

We would love to see you there!  

For more information and updates about this event, please like and follow us                                                 

at Facebook.com/swvNOW 

Monday, April 3: April SWV NOW Meeting 

6:00pm—7:30pm 

Eugene Garden Club 

Join us at the monthly SWV NOW meeting at the Garden Club in Eugene, located on the right side of High Street. Street 
parking and limited lot parking are available.  

  
Tuesdays in April: Weekly Resist Trump Rally 

1:00pm—2:00pm 

Eugene Federal Courthouse 

Join us at the Eugene Federal Courthouse every Tuesday, rain or shine. Don’t forget your signs!  

 
Sunday, April 9: Annual Oregon NOW Meeting 

10:00am—3:00pm 

Best Western Agate Beach Inn, 3019 Oregon Coast Highway Newport, OR, 97365 

Meet more Oregon NOW members! 

 

Tuesday, April 11:  Political Postcard Meeting  

5:30pm—7:30pm 

Sam Bond’s Brewing, 540 East 8th Avenue Eugene, OR, 97401 

Write postcards to your state reps in the company of other SWV NOW members.  

 

Thursday, April 27: Take Back the Night 

6:30pm—7:30pm 

ERB Memorial Union Ampitheater, University of Oregon Campus 

Support the University of Oregon Women’s Center and survivors of sexual assault at the Take Back the Night Rally.  

You can also view upcoming events on our events calendar (click the link if viewing as PDF),                    
or visit www.swvnow.org. Our calendar is updated regularly.  

APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

JOIN US FOR THE SPRING SOCIAL & POTLUCK  

https://www.facebook.com/events/425236151155053/
https://www.facebook.com/swvNOW/
https://www.swvnow.org/swv-now-event-calendar/
https://www.swvnow.org


 

Take Back the Night, April 27, 2016 — NOW is looking for volunteers to table at this event at the University of Oregon 

from about 6:00p.m.—7:30p.m. at the EMU.  

Become a chapter officer — We need two more people to fill volunteer officer positions:  

 Vice President 

 Membership Chair  

Join a committee We need volunteer chairpersons and members to join our first two action committees: Reproductive 

Rights and Stopping Violence Against Women 

Contribute to the newsletter! Submit content to the SWV Monthly Action Guide in the form of opinion pieces, art, arti-

cles, or send us your ideas! We would love more  content from chapter members. Please email swvnow@gmail.com for 

more information or to submit your work. 

My Life on the Road                              

Gloria Steinem 

Gloria Steinem—writer,  activist,  organizer, and  inspiring leader—now 

tells a story she has never told before, a candid account of her life as a 

traveler, a listener, and a catalyst for change.  

My Life on the Road is the moving, funny, and profound story of Gloria’s 

growth and also the growth of a revolutionary  movement for equality—

and the story of how surprising encounters on the road shaped both. From 

her first experience of social activism among women in India to her work 

as a journalist in the 1960s; from the whirlwind of political campaigns to 

the founding of Ms. magazine; from the historic 1977 National Women’s 

Conference to her travels through Indian Country—a lifetime spent on the 

road allowed Gloria to listen and connect deeply with people, to              

understand that context is everything, and to become part of a           

movement that would change the world. 

Available locally at Tsunami Books on Willamette Street 

BECOME A MEMBER  

RECOMMENDED READING  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

If you are not yet a member of NOW, please join today and help make equality a reality for women and girls in the United 
States and around the world!  

Regular Dues: $40, one-time fee (covers national, state and local dues) 

Reduced Dues: Sliding scale, $15—$39 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN SWV NOW TODAY!  

mailto:swvnow@gmail.com
https://www.swvnow.org/join-swv-now/

